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Case Study No. 1:  Bioarchaeology of care   

Read the information about the individual and examine the images of their skeletal 
remains below to complete the ‘short form’ outlining the necessity for care to the 
best of your ability.  

Mortuary Context:  
• An individual was recovered from a Middle Period (400 – 1000 A.D.) cemetery in 

the Atacama Desert of Chile (Figure 1)  
 

• The site, Solcor 3, was a cemetery for wealthy individuals who would have lived in a 
generally prosperous environment engaging in interregional trade networks.  
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Individual SCL-3-t119:  
• Approximately 100% of this individual’s skeleton was represented (Figure 2)  
 
• Estimated to be a female between the ages of 30 and 40 years at the time of death  
 
• Provided with normative burial practices of the period, including pottery but was not 

one of the wealthier burials in terms of mortuary goods 
 
• Changes in the skeleton suggest this individual had some kind of disease or 

impairment previous to death (Figure 2 shaded area) 
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Pathological alterations:  
• Figures 3 – 5 show pathological changes in this individual’s skull at the mandible, maxilla, 

zygomatic bones, and nasal bones  
 
• The changes suggest possible traumatic injury to the nasal bones and/or mandible and 

maxilla (Figure 3) 
 
• New bone formation (Figures 3- 5) and openings (Figure 4 and 5) in a variety of bones 

suggest a possible infection was impacting this individual 
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Using the information available fill out the following form (keep in mind 
multiple diseases or impairments could be influencing this person): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


